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The Marine Corps Community
Services-South Carolina
Freedom, an 11- to 12-year-old
girls soccer team, placed second
in the Beaufort/Bluffton
Calhoun Cup when they were
defeated by the Strikers 2-1 in
overtime at the Basil Green
Sports Complex Nov. 14. 

The Freedom ended up facing
their season nemesis in the finals
of the cup. The Strikers, who had
handed the Freedom three of their
five season losses, achieved a per-
fect record throughout the season
and post season, finishing 17-0 in
first place.

The Strikers’ impressive statis-
tics exceeded far beyond an unde-
feated season, however. No team
scored more than one goal against
them all year, and they recorded
eight shutouts. 

The Freedom was the only team
who came close to the Strikers’
record, finishing the season in sec-
ond place with a 10-5 record. The
finish was enough to earn the team
an invitation to vie for the
Calhoun Cup, something that has
been hard to come by for MCCS-
SC teams in recent years. 

Each of Freedom’s outings
against the Strikers during the
regular season proved more suc-
cessful than the last as the girls
continued to come together as a
team. Their first match-up of the
season ended 5-0; the second was
3-0; and the last before the tour-
nament was 1-0. 

Their steady improvement led to
feelings of hope for the Freedom
going into their final game.

Unfortunately,
despite making
adequate prepa-
rations, the
Freedom could
not succeed in
stopping the
u n d e f e a t e d
Strikers.

“We expected
to win this
time,” said Pete
Paulino, assis-
tant coach for
the Freedom.
“We knew they
liked to play to
the right, and we
had our defend-
ers prepared for
that, but that
was exactly how they ended up
scoring.”

The Strikers scored the first goal
of the game in the first quarter.
The Freedom answered right back
in the second quarter, however, as
Carolyn Cassidy, right midfielder
for the Freedom, followed up a
teammate’s missed goal attempt
and scored. The score remained
tied 1-1 for the remainder of regu-
lation play, forcing an extra quar-
ter of overtime. The Freedom held
on for a while, but the Strikers
scored the final goal with less than
two minutes remaining.

The Freedom coaches were by
no means disappointed with the
girls’ performance and were
pleased with the season as a
whole, especially after almost not
having a team to represent the
Tri-Command for the 11- to 12-
year-olds in the Beaufort league
this year.

“It feels great to have made it
this far,” said Paulino. “We came

together at the
last minute and 
only had one
practice before
our first game.
We won the first
one and then
lost the next
four in a row.
We’ve come a
long way since
then.”

Even with the
shaky start,
Freedom Head
Coach Ronny
Lopez knew the
team was going
to have a suc-
cessful year.

“I figured we
would take it all the way,” he said.
“After the first practice, I knew
they had a lot of potential. There
was an extreme amount of talent
and experience among the girls.”

Although they did not come out
as the first-place team, Lopez felt
the girls were winners anyway. He

expressed how pleased he was
about the effort and attitude they
produced all the way until the final
whistle.

“They did an awesome job,” he
said. “We couldn’t have done any-
thing more than what we did
against the Strikers. The forwards
and the midfielders gave it every-
thing they had. They were the best
team we’ve faced, and it just was-
n’t enough this time.”

Lopez also gave credit to his
team captain and right forward,
Jennifer Smith, for the important
role she played on the team
throughout the year.

“She was a role model for the
others by her work methods and
her positive attitude,” he said.
“I’m grateful for everything she’s
contributed to the team.”

Lopez and Paulino agreed that
Smith and most of the other girls
would return for another season
next year. However, the coaches’
positions will have to be filled by
someone else because they will no
longer be in the Beaufort area.
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Steelers’ cheerleaders dominate state competition
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The Marine Corps Community
Services-South Carolina Laurel Bay
Steelers 11- to 12-year-old girls cheer-
leading squad was named the Grand
Champion of the state cheerleading com-
petition in Irmo, Saturday.

The girls, made up mostly of 10-
year-olds, started from scratch at the
beginning of football season with a
new coach and little or no competition
experience to come all the way to earn
the highest honor in the state.

Last year’s Laurel Bay squad went all
the way to be national contenders, but the
squad was made up of mostly returning
and experienced competition cheerlead-
ers. This year was slightly different. There
were only three girls that had signed up
for the 11- to 12-year-old squad, but the 8-
to 10-year-old squad was overflowing
with too many who wanted to cheer.
MCCS-SC asked some of the younger
ones if they wanted to cheer with the older
squad to be able to facilitate two squads.

Lina Kratzert, a mother of one of
the girls who was on the national con-
tending squad last year, stepped up to
coach after learning that the previous
coach had moved.

“We didn’t realize we had that much
talent at first,” said Kratzert. “Even
though only two had real competition
experience, I knew the girls could go far.”

Kratzert said the squad worked on
learning the cheering basics first. In
August, they began learning the
dance portion, the part that would 

eventually earn them the state title.
The girls had a long way to go to
become competition-ready.

“Alot of the girls didn’t even know their
left from their right,” said Kratzert. “They
had to learn jumping, synchronization and
more. We started out at a crawl and ended
up running.”

The girls first won the Mink Point
County Competition to put them on 

the road to state.
“I felt real secure when we went to

Mink Point,” said Kratzert. “My girls
were very well-practiced.”

Before state and halfway through
the football season, Kratzert moved
to Charleston, but promised the girls
she would see them through to the
state competition.

“We made a commitment to each 

other,” she said. “So, I made the drive
down once a week for a two-hour
practice.”

All the hard work and long hours paid
off in the end because the girls not only
won their age division in the state compe-
tition, but were also named the Grand
Champions, something neither the girls
nor Kratzert expected.

“When they named us the winners in 

our division, I was so caught up in the
moment that I didn’t even pay atten-
tion to the scores,” said Kratzert. “I
never thought we’d win the whole
thing. We were going against all-stars,
and I knew the significance of being
named Grand Champions. I was
shocked, especially knowing how
much progress they had made.”

The girls were judged on technique,
dance movements and attitude. Kratzert
believed the girls’ attitudes were what set
them apart from the rest.

“What counts the most is if the girls
look like they’re having fun,” she said.
“That’s how we won, by simply having
fun. They learned the techniques and just
went out there and kicked it.”

In mid-October, Kratzert and the girls
learned that there was also an individual
category at the competition. Kratzert told
the girls that if any of them wanted to
compete in it, they would have to come up
with their own music and dance. Four
girls decided to take the challenge. Two of
the four won first place in their age divi-
sions, giving the squad a total of four first-
place trophies to take home from Irmo.

Although the squad will not be compet-
ing in any more competitions this year,
Kratzert and the girls were more than
pleased with what they accomplished, and
agreed that what they learned from the
experience was invaluable.

“The girls learned that ‘can’t’ is not in
their vocabulary,” she said. “To know
that you can teach children and see
them actually grasping things so well is
an amazing feeling.”
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The MCCS-SC Laurel Bay Steelers 11- to 12-year-old cheerleaders pose with their trophies after being
named the Grand Champions of the state cheerleading competition in Irmo, Saturday.

Freedom finishes second in Calhoun Cup
“I figured we

would take it all
the way. After the

first practice, I
knew they had a
lot of potential.
There was an

extreme amount
of talent and

experience among
the girls.”

– Ronny Lopez, head
coach of the Freedom

Cpl. Alisha R. Fitzgerald
Karisma Cato, midfielder and left forward for the Freedom,
moves the ball past a defender in the finals of the Calhoun
Cup at the Basil Green Sports Complex Nov. 14. 


